
n Jan. 1, 2010, two important federa:
rules took effect. Their main purpost
is to further sharply restrict the USt
of substances that allegedly harm tht:

earth's protective ozone layer and contributt:
to climate change. The restrictions are requirec
both by an international treaty and federal law_

The targeted chemicals are HCFCs primar
ily used as refrigerants, specifically R-22, -142b
-123,-124,-225ca,and -225cb.These chemicals, iJ
leaked into the atmosphere, deplete the strato

spheric ozone layer and are being phased out under
the Montreal Protocol. According to scientists, by

cutting the production and import of these chemi
cals and limiting how they can be used, the rules wilJ

help the ozone layer heal faster.
While many people in the industry have heard about

upcoming changes, they and others still may have specific
questions about how the rules will affect their businesses.

Here are answers to some expected questions, provided by

j

DiePletionoftheozone •••layer.res:ltsin. m.ore.uyra~iation reaChing.the•. Earth's surface. 0yerexposuretoUVradiation can lead to serious
he~ltheffects.such asskincancer,cataracts, and immune suppression.

\Nhil.!Jtr~(}~0~elay~r.isU~9~rrepair,.it •.i~.eyen ~ore.ess~ntial to practice
sun-safelJeravior, .fonolNth~a?tio":stepsin.~PA'~ .SunWise program, and
checktheUVlndex to ..betterpl~noutd?o~ activ!ties;·Chiidren are mos~
susceptibl~to tht health i~p~cts· ofMVradiation.

Withrnore ••than 1 rnillion people diagnosed liVith.skin. cancer in· the
UnitedStates.·.eachy~ar,teachi~g. ?h.ildrento·.beisafeiin·. the. sun is an
i~pora":fst~PtolJVa~ddecre~~ing ••the·.illciden.ceof this preventable dis­
!Jase.§i~c~isun damage is. cumulative and prote£:tioni~best if started
early, EPA'sSuryWi~eigro~ramliVorks t~. improve children's knowledge,
attitudes,and behavior..•• < ·iii

ToJeam moreaboutsun. safety.visitwww.epa.gov/sunwise.To ..Iearn
more~bout ozone depletion, go to \l\fw\l\f.eJl~.go~/O~ohe/strathome.html.II
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Rules· and What

They Mean
By Staci Gatica For The NEWS
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